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PROFESSIONAL FORESTERS EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
 

Open Session Meeting Minutes 
 

Held: Wednesday, December 30, 2009 
 

Resources Building, 1416 9th Street,  
15TH FLOOR LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM, #1506-12 

 
Members Present:  Doug Ferrier, Chair 

Otto van Emmerik, Vice-Chair (participated by telephone)  
Raymond Flynn 
Gerald Jensen (participated by telephone) 
Michael Stroud (participated by telephone) 
Tom Osipowich (participated by telephone) 
William Frost (participated by telephone) 

 
Members Absent:  Kimberly Rodrigues 
 
Staff Participating: Eric Huff, Executive Officer 
    
Agency/Public: Chris Browder, Cal Fire 

 
Item #1:  Approval of Open Session minutes of February 26, 2009 and November 5, 
2009 Meetings. 
 
12-09-01  Member Flynn moved to approve the February 26, 2009 meeting minutes 

and Member Jensen seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously 
with one abstention for absence. 

  
12-09-02  Member Stroud moved to approve the November 5, 2009 meeting minutes 

and Member Osipowich seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Item #2: Update and Discussion of the Status of the Humboldt State University 
Range Degree Program. 
 
Member Stroud reported that the range degree program at HSU had been retained with 
some slight modification. HSU Range Program Department Chair, Ken Fulgham has 
requested that letters of thanks and support be posted to the Provost among others for the 
decision to retain the program. Member Stroud recommended that such a letter should be 
sent and it should highlight the connection between the degree program and the 
requirements for state certification as a rangeland manager. 
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Member Flynn reported that he serves with Dr. Fulgham on the Board of the Buckeye 
Conservancy and that the Conservancy has already sent a letter of support for the 
program. Member Flynn noted that the program is now subject to a four year probationary 
review period as well. Member Frost confirmed the probationary period and expressed his 
concurrence with Member Stroud’s recommendation.  
 
 12-09-03  Member Stroud moved that the Committee send a letter of support for the 

HSU Range and Soils degree program. Member Flynn seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
In addition, Chairman Ferrier suggested that the Committee should also recommend that 
the Board consider sending a letter of support. The Committee concurred with this 
suggestion and directed the Chairman to make this recommendation during his annual 
report to the Board in January. 
 
Item #3: Continued Discussion of Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Regulatory Proposal to Address RPF Non-payment of Civil Penalty Judgments. 
 
Chairman Ferrier introduced the topic with a brief explanation of the history of the PFEC’s 
discussion of the Department’s regulatory proposal. He then noted that Deputy Attorney 
General, Shana Bagley had provided the Members with a legal analysis of the proposal. 
Counselor Bagley concluded as a result of her analysis that further statutory authorization 
would be necessary to support such a regulation. 
 
The Members discussed the implications of seeking legislative assistance and noted that 
justification for the proposed regulatory addition was limited at this time. The Members 
concluded that further discussion of the proposal would not be necessary unless and until 
there is further evidence of significant RPF delinquency. 
 
Discussion then turned to the status of the Department’s Enforcement Coordinator 
position. It was noted that the Department would not be hiring a replacement upon Jerry 
Ahlstrom’s retirement. Enforcement coordination will instead be handled by regional Cal 
Fire personnel with oversight by Headquarters Staff Chief, Dennis Hall. Member Flynn 
recommended that Chief Hall provide a briefing for the Committee as to how the 
enforcement program will be run and a status report on current civil penalty cases against 
RPFs. The Executive Officer was directed to coordinate with Chief Hall on such a 
presentation. 
 
Item #4: Discussion of the Role of Continuing Education in the Licensing Program 
and Possible Alternatives for Compulsory Reporting. 
 
Executive Officer Huff introduced the topic and reported on his informal conversation with 
members of the California Licensed Foresters Association (CLFA) regarding continuing 
education. Member Stroud reported on a similar ongoing discussion between members of 
the California-Pacific Section of the Society for Range Management. Member Stroud 
believes that a compulsory requirement for continuing education credits would necessitate 
revision of the statute before it could be added to the regulations. Executive Officer Huff 
concurred with Member Stroud on that point. 
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Chairman Ferrier concluded discussion with the observation that the subject may come up 
again as the year progresses, but that for the moment no further Committee deliberation 
was warranted.  
 
Item #5: Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Report on Status of THP Form 
Revision.  
 
Cal Fire Deputy Chief of Forest Practice, Chris Browder reported that all comments on the 
proposed draft revision are now collated and posted on the Cal Fire website. Otherwise, 
there have been no further revisions to the draft. Chief Browder will be meeting with 
Deputy Director Snyder, Assistant Deputy Director Shintaku, and Staff Chief Hall to 
discuss the comments and resolve outstanding concerns. The timeline for a possible final 
draft of the form is mid-2010.  
 
Item #6: New and Unfinished Business 
 
Executive Officer Huff reported on the status of hiring a new program assistant. 
 
Chairman Ferrier noted that the Members have received a list of RPFs who are currently 
delinquent in the payment of their renewal fees. The Chairman asked the Members to 
provide whatever contact information they might have for the delinquent RPFs to the 
Executive Officer to assist him in tracking them down.  
 
Adjournment
 
12-09-04  Member Stroud moved to adjourn the meeting. Member Osipowich 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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