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PROFESSIONAL FORESTERS EXAMINING COMMITTEE 

OPEN SESSION MEETING MINUTES  
March 23, 2005 

 
Held at 

Humboldt State University, Forestry Building  
Arcata, CA 

 
Members Participating:  Doug Ferrier, Chairman 
     Nancy Drinkard, Vice-Chair 
     Harold Bowman 
     Tom Osipowich 

Mike Stroud 
Otto van Emmerik 

 
Staff Participating:   Eric Huff, Executive Officer 
     Terra Perkins, Office Technician 
        
Guests Participating: Roy Richards, CLFA 
 Carl Yee, Expert Examiner 
     Len Lindstrand 
     George Roberson  
     Morgan Byner 
     Ken Fulgham 
     John Stuart 
     Brian Lee 
     Aaron Edmond 
     Dana Walsh 
 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The Professional Foresters Examining Committee Open Session meeting began with 
introductions.  The PFEC members explained their Committee positions to the 
Humboldt State University (HSU) representatives and the general public in attendance.  
Chairman Ferrier added that currently there is one vacant position within the PFEC.  
Various members of the forestry and watershed science faculty from HSU proceeded 
with introductions followed by HSU students in attendance.  
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DISCUSSION OF HSU FORESTRY AND WATERSHED MANAGEMENT DEGREE 
PROGRAMS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO CURRICULUM, FACULTY 
STAFFING, STATUS OF SAF ACCREDITATION, AND FACULTY VISION FOR 
FUTURE OF PROGRAMS 
 
Chairman Ferrier gave a brief overview of the agenda and meeting goals and recalled 
that the PFEC last met with the HSU staff sometime in 1994 to discuss these same 
topics.  The Chairman went on to explain that the Professional Foresters Law (PFL) and 
enacting regulations sets the application process and how the PFEC reviews 
applications.   
 
Professor John Stuart led a discussion of enrollment by program option and explained 
that the fire science option was currently the most popular with students.  Other 
concentration options were discussed along with overall enrollment trends.   
 
Department Chair, Ken Fulgham presented the program history relative to staffing 
positions and the impact of these positions on the curriculum and the students.  
Fulgham went on to explain that forestry faculty are increasingly retiring through the 
Faculty Early Retirement Program (FERP) and those faculty positions are not being 
replaced.  Current staffing consists of 7.5 full time faculty members. Five faculty 
positions are currently necessary to include curriculum in range, watershed and soil 
sciences.   Discussion continued with the expression of concerns from the HSU faculty 
given the impact of fewer resources on students and the latest news of the budgetary 
constraints on faculty positions and retirees.  Chairman Ferrier asked for clarification on 
how the Humboldt University Administration could be of more support - offering a 
suggestion of bringing in other entities to help. 
 
Chairman Ferrier offered that both the PFEC and the Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (Board) may lend support and, in some way this may help sustain the 
University’s forestry program. Fulgham and Stuart offered that letters of support from 
both the PFEC and the Board might help university administrators better understand 
faculty and program needs. The PFEC Members pledged support and offered that 
Executive Officer Huff could draft a letter to that end.  Chairman Ferrier went on to say 
that he would request the same written support from the Board. 
 
The discussion continued with students talking about classes, the entrance criteria and 
high tuition fees. Students have noticed enrollment in a junior college prior to transfer to 
HSU is almost necessary due to HSU’s high tuition costs. The students further 
explained that junior college forestry programs help direct students to continue their 
forestry educations elsewhere.   
 
PFEC Members proceeded with discussion on the RPF exam, the skills being tested, 
and educational/ work experience an applicant should possess prior to examination.  
Executive Officer Huff discussed the necessity of maintaining writing skills with 
reference to passing the examination.  This lead to discussion of the possible use of 
word processor/personal computers for examination purposes in the future. 
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The discussion concluded with a reiteration of PFEC support for the HSU Program and 
a pledge to ask for the Board’s written support as well. 
 
DISCUSSION OF NEW RPF AWARD 
 
Executive Officer Huff explained that Board Executive Officer, George Gentry has 
requested that the PFEC consider possible modifications to the Francis Raymond 
Award. EO Gentry’s concerns are with the timing, nomination process, eligibility criteria 
and monetary stipend.   EO Gentry has suggested that perhaps a new award process, 
in honor of Edward Martin, RPF #2 and under direction of the PFEC could be 
established as an alternative to the Raymond Award. 
 
Discussion continued with a brief refresher of the Raymond Award’s purpose.  Roy 
Richards, Jr. suggested the awards contain an element of focus such as successful 
harvest plans or successful court cases.   The Committee directed the Executive Officer 
to summarize the concept of the Ed Martin Award in written form for further review by 
the Committee. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF OPEN SESSION MINUTES OF DECEMBER 9, 2004 MEETING 
 
 
03-01-05   Harold Bowman moved to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2004 

meeting, as submitted. Tom Osipowich seconded the motion.  Motion 
approved with abstention of Nancy Drinkard. 

 
NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Roy Richards, Jr. will be leaving the CLFA Board of Directors and will no longer serve 
them as CLFA’s representative at PFEC meetings.     
 
The September PFEC meeting date will be set at the joint PFEC/Board of Forestry 
meeting on August 10, 2005 in San Luis Obispo. 
 
SET NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next meeting of the Professional Foresters Examining Committee will be held via 
conference call on July 7, 2005 in Sacramento.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Harold Bowman moved that the Open Session be adjourned.  Otto Van Emmerik 
seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.  Open Session was adjourned at 
2:53 pm.  


