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INTRODUCTION

The Francis H. Raymond Award is presented annually to an individual or organization in
recognition of outstanding contributions to the management and increased awareness of
forest resources in California during the previous five years. Achievement during the
career of the candidate is also considered.

This nomination package summarizes Michael De Lasaux’s accomplishments and
contributions to forest resource management and public outreach in California. Michael
serves as a Natural Resources Advisor for the University of California Cooperative
Extension Service. While his responsibilities are focused on providing U.C. extension
services within Plumas and Sierra Counties, he has consistently contributed to forest
management and public outreach on a statewide scale on his own time, outside his regular
duties at U.C.

As the enclosed letters will attest, Michael is a forward thinking and innovative forester
that has had a wide-ranging impact on forestry and natural resources conservation
education in California. From helping facilitate the start-up of the Quincy Library Group (a
truly innovative, community-based problem solving process) to helping create (and now
managing) the Forestry Institute for Teachers, Michael has been instrumental in re-shaping
how communities collaborate and how public outreach/conservation education is
conducted in California.

We are both honored and pleased to submit this nomination of Michael De Lasaux for the
2013 Francis H. Raymond Award.

Tad Mason Gary Nakamura
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CONTRIBUTIONS

» Forestry Institute for Teachers

1993 to present. Conservation education program targeting kindergarten - 12 grade
California teachers. Each week-long session provides exposure to natural resources
management and environmental education curriculum materials. Michael was a co-
founder of the FIT program (initially known as Project FIT) and has been critically engaged
as part of the FIT management team and program implementation since 1993. Since 2001
he has been instrumental in securing federal grant funding when the Secure Rural Schools
and Communities Self-Determination Act provided Title II funds. In 2008 Michael
successfully sought USDA Forest Service State & Private Forestry funds through the
Western States Competitive Grant program. He has been responsible for obtaining more
than $330,000 in federal grant funds in support of FIT since 2003 and has secured at least
another $105,000 through 2015. As Chair of the Northern California Education
Committee, Michael provides hands-on management of the FIT program. Over 2,000 K-12
teachers have graduated from FIT since it’s founding in 1993.

* Quincy Library Group

1993 to present. Natural resources collaborative group with emphasis on national forest
management. Michael provided early assistance with group outreach and communications.
He developed what became the QLG website (www.qglg.org ). Since 2004 Michael organized
the Plumas Lassen Administrative Study seminar where researchers share the results of
the previous field season.

* Fire Safe Education and Planning

1998 to present. Collaboration with the Plumas County Fire Safe Council to provide
educational opportunities to homeowners to address wildfire safety in the wildland and
urban interface. Michael was instrumental in the founding of the Plumas County Fire Safe
Council (PFSC). He has served on the PFSC Board since 2001 and helped it to attain 501 (c)
(3) tax exempt status in 2002 and served as the Chair from 2003-2005 and as Chair again
from 2012 to the present. Michael was also instrumental to the development of the
Community Fuel Reduction program that has helped 14 Plumas County communities
implement fuel reduction on nearly 150 parcels encompassing almost 5,000 acres with
grant support of more than $3.8 million. He also played a role in the development of the
Board of Forestry Hazardous Fuel Reduction exemption having developed a white paper
that raised the issue of the need for a Timber Harvest Plan exemption. Michael was
instrumental in the development of the Plumas County Hazardous Fuel Assessment and
Community Wildfire Protection Plan.
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= Forest Conservation Days

1993 to present. Michael served in a leadership role to assist with the management and
implementation of the Forest Conservation Days program (FCD). Founded by the Northern
California Society of American Foresters and initially carried out in an urban setting (Santa
Clara County), FCD targets fifth grade students, girl scouts, boy scouts and the general
public. FCD provides hands-on instruction during a two to three hour hike with a forester
and includes presentations from a wide range of natural resource professionals including
(but not limited to) soil scientists, wildlife biologists, wildland firefighters, archeologists,
fisheries biologists, and range managers. Since 1992 FCD has included the participation of
over 60,000 students, parents, scouts and members of the general public.

= Homeowner Education and Public Outreach

2001 to 2004. Michael developed and managed the Small-Parcel Fuel Treatment and
Utilization Demonstration project with fifteen private land cooperators in 6 different
counties to demonstrate application of small tree harvest and milling equipment in creating
defensible space in coniferous forests.

2002 to present. Michael developed and managed the Highway 89 Stewardship Project as a
collaborative educational and applied research effort to reduce incidence of wildlife-vehicle
collisions and improve wildlife permeability on California Highway 89, north of Truckee.
Through this collaborative effort Cal Trans has installed one wildlife underpass and is
funded and planning to install 2 more. He conducted presence-absence monitoring using
motion sensitive cameras since 2008.

2013. Due to Michael’s initiative, the California Project Learning Tree program was
transferred from Cal Fire management to UC Cooperative Extension management
beginning 2013.

» Forestry for Lawyers Workshop

2008 to present. Michael, along with the Northern California Society of American
Foresters, developed and currently implement the Forestry for Lawyers workshop almost
annually (three out of the last four years). Held at the UC Berkeley Forestry Field Camp
facility in Meadow Valley, this workshop uses the FIT template to deliver hands-on
instruction in an outdoor setting to public sector attorneys and staff involved in natural
resources litigation within California.

= Publications

Michael has been the lead-author/co-author in a number of peer-reviewed publications
addressing forest management in California. Posted below is a select list of publications
that he has authored.
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Chiono, L.A.; O'Hara, K.L.; De Lasaux, M.].; Nader, G.A.; Stephens, S.L. Development of
Vegetation and Surface Fuels Following Fire Hazard Reduction Treatment. Forests
2012, 3,700-722.

Ferranto, Shasta P.; Huntsinger, Lynn; Getz, Christy; Nakamura, Gary; Stewart, William;
Drill, Sabrina; Valachovic, Yana; DeLasaux, Michael; and Kelly, Maggi; A Profile of
California’s Forest and Rangeland Owners, California Agriculture; 65(4):184-191.
October-December 2011.

DeLasaux, Mike |.; Hartsough, Bruce R.; Spinelli, Raffaele; Magagnotti, Natascia; Small
Parcel Fuel Reduction with a Low-Investment, High-Mobility Operation; Western
Journal of Applied Forestry, Volume 24, Number 4, October 2009, pp. 205-213(9)

De Lasaux, M and Kocher, S.D. (2008) Fuel Reduction Guide for Sierra Nevada Forest
Landowners. UC Communication Services.

Nader, G., Nakamura, G.; De Lasaux, M.; Quarles, S.; Valachovic, Y. Home Landscaping
for Fire. University of California. Publication 8228.

Harris, Dr. Richard, Michael De Lasaux & Susan Kocher. Process and Reality: Working
with a Local Watershed Organization to Develop a Restoration Effectiveness
Monitoring Program. Journal of Extension. April 2000.

= Letters of Support

Michael has had a wide-ranging impact on forest management and public awareness of
California’s forest resources. Enclosed are letters that confirm his significant contributions.
Consistent with the far-reaching impacts of Michael’s work effecting a variety of sectors
and communities, these letters include testimonials from professional societies, academia,
foresters, and elected officials.
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