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Dear Mr. Gentry,

The Forest Guild is an organization of more than 1000 professional foresters and natural resource
managers who practice and promote ecologically, economically, and socially responsible forestry
— “excellent forestry”- as a means of sustaining the integrity of forest ecosystems and the human
communities dependent upon them.

Our 75 members in California understand that the health and productivity of California’s forests
depend on the ability of landowners and forestry professionals to practice sustainable
management. California is fortunate to provide assurances through the Z’berg-Nejedly Forest
Practice Act and California Forest Practice Rules that safeguard ecological values while creating
opportunities for responsible stewardship of non-industrial timberlands.

The Forest Guild respectfully submits recommendations for the Board of Forestry and Fire
Protection to consider for improving applicability of Modified Timber Harvest Plans and
creating new options for landowners to engage in Non-Industrial Timber Management planning.

Raise the acreage limitation on Modified Timber Harvest Plans

For landowners who own less than 100 acres, the ability to submit Modified Timber Harvest
Plans provides a more streamlined and cost effective process for practicing responsible
stewardship. Nevertheless, the 100 acre cutoftf may inadvertently limit active management by
some landowners due to the way land is demarcated in CA using the Rectangular System (RS).

Under the Rectangular System, land demarcation is governed by a common grid with uniform
rectangular shapes, sizes and alignment — townships, sections, and quarter sections (160 acres).
Because of the demarcation system, it is more likely for non-industrial timberland owners to own
parcels of 160 acres than 100 acres. Revising the acreage limitation from 100 acres to 160 acres
would better align Modified Timber Harvest Plan rules to non-industrial landowners who seek to
practice active management.

Add options for landowners to qualify for non-industrial timber management planning.
California Forest Practice Rules allow non-industrial private forest landowners with fewer than
2,500 acres of timberland to submit a Non-Industrial Timber Management Plan (NTMP).
Landowners agreeing to submit NTMPs are mandated to use uneven-aged management to
achieve a sustained yield of forest products. Participating landowners who agree to create a long-
term management plan and commit to responsible forest stewardship are afforded several
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regulatory assurances. Most notably, participating landowners do not have to prepare individual
Timber Harvest Plans and they may begin harvesting on the same day they file a notice of
operations with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Non-industrial landowners who do not qualify for NTMPs are faced with steep regulatory and
financial constraints that serve as a barrier to practicing active forest management. Currently,
there is no provision for non-industrial landowners who own more than 2500 acres to qualify for
NTMPs, even if these landowners are willing to commit to current Forest Practice Rules (FPR)
requirements. We are not advocating for alterations to NTMP requirements which require a
change in California State statute. Rather, we propose the following options be considered for the
development of a separate package of NTMP requirements applicable to larger non-industrial
landowners.

For landowners who own more than 2500 acres the following requirements must be met, in
addition to the existing NTMP requirements and associated rule package.

NTMP Option A --Allow landowners with fewer than 5000 acres to submit NTMPs when
conservation easements exist on the property that prevent incompatible uses, such as home sites
on legal parcels.

NTMP Option B -- Allow landowners with fewer than 5000 acres to qualify when NTMPs
adhere to FPR at time of enrollment.

NTMP Option C -- Allow landowners with fewer than 7500 acres to qualify when landowners
agree to higher (vet to be determined) than minimum stocking levels as well as provisions in
Option A.

Add options for landowners to qualify for non-industrial timber management planning
The Guild would like to encourage the Board to look at models other than the current Forest
Practice Act and rules to encourage and incentivize landowners whose management are having
truly minimal adverse effects to watersheds, while at the same time are resulting in positive
effects for forest health, wildlife, water quality and fisheries.

Thank you for your consideration of these suggestions. We welcome the opportunity to help the
California State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection safeguard the integrity of our forest
resources while supporting landowner commitment to responsible forestry and economic growth.

Sincerely,
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Mike DeBonis
Executive Director





